
Simple Present

Now

Now

Simple Past

- What time did Steven go for a swim in the lake?
-He went for a swim at half past five in the 
morning.

We studied verb tenses in class on the 19th of May..

Yesterday
Last week

When I was young
On my birthday

Now

Past Continuous

- What was Steven doing at 6 o' clock in the 
morning?
-He was swimming in the lake.

I was sleeping when the phone rang.

At half past seven on Monday, we were talking 
about immigration and the equality of women in 
class.

At 6 o' clock
This time yesterday

When I walked into the bar
The phone rang while...

Finished
Has a 

context

In progress at 
a particular 

time

Now

Present Continuous

I am looking at Steven's summary of important 
verb tenses.  I think it's excellent.

I am sitting down.

I am trying to think of my own examples.

At the moment
Right now. In progress 

now

True in 
general

Every day
Often

Normally

Steven is a good teacher.

I study at Berlitz.  I have class every Monday with 
Steven.

I work in a petrol station.

Think about these questions;

What do you do?  What are you doing?

What were you doing at this time yesterday?

What did you do yesterday?

Where did you go on holiday last year?


